REMARKS 

Claims 1-2, 3-36, and 38-39 are now pending in the application. Claim 37 is 
cancelled by this amendment. The Examiner is respectfully requested to reconsider 
and withdraw the rejection(s) in view of the amendments and remarks contained herein. 

The Applicant thanks the Examiner for the interviews granted on September 28 
and October 4, 2005. During the interview, independent Claim 1 and Claim 28 were 
discussed. In particular, the amendment presented herein for independent Claim 1 was 
discussed. In addition, the allowability of Claim 28 was discussed. Further, the 
reference to Moulin was discussed. 

Rejection Under 35 U.S.C. § 102 and S 103 

Claims 1 , 2, 4-23, 26, 27, 30-33, 35-37 and 39 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 
102(b) as being anticipated by Moulin, (FR 2 734 709 A1): Figures 29-31 . Claims 28, 
29 and 34 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Moulin, 
FR 2 734 709 A1 . These rejections are respectfully traversed. 

The inclusion of the term "monolithic" is not intended to limit the claims to 
anything relating to stone, rock, crystal or the like. In particular, it is generally 
understood that monolithic can refer to something that includes no joints or seams, 
constituting a single unit or the like. Therefore, the term monolithic generally relates to 
or will be understood to relate to something that is a single piece or a single unit. 
Further, the Applicant has included the definition of monolithic from page 753 of the 
Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary 10 th Edition that further supports a broad 
interpretation of the term monolithic. 
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Independent Claim 1 recites "a tibial component having a tibial tray 
defining tibial bearing surface and a tibial bone engaging surface; a monolithic bearing 
member having a first bearing surface operable to articulate with said first femoral 
bearing surface, a second bearing surface operable to articulate with said second 
femoral bearing surface; . . . wherein said tibial tray is monolithic". As discussed with 
the Examiner, the Applicant submits that Moulin does not teach or fairly suggest a 
monolithic bearing member and a monolithic tibial tray. The cited art does not teach or 
fairly suggest a monolithic bearing member and a monolithic tibial tray that bear on one 
another. The art does not teach each of the elements of Claim 1, including a single 
piece tibial tray, with or without, other modular portions. Therefore, independent Claim 
1 and each of the claims that depend directly or indirectly therefrom are in condition for 
allowance. 

Independent Claim 13 recites "a monolithic bearing member". For reasons 
similar to the reasons advanced for allowing independent Claim 1 , independent Claim 
13 should also be in condition for allowance as should be each of the claims that 
depend directly or indirectly therefrom. 

Independent Claim 23 recites "connecting the tibia prosthetic component to the 
femoral prosthetic component with a ball and socket linkage". Moulin does not teach a 
ball and socket linkage between any components. In particular, the ball and socket 
linkage is not obvious in light of the connection taught in Moulin. While the connection 
in Moulin appears to be a pressure fit between a block and the component it is definitely 
not a ball and socket connection. Further, independent Claim 23 recites "the linkage in 
the bearing member operable to allow the femoral component to translate in the 
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posterior direction and rotate during flexion of the joint." Therefore, the Applicant 
submits that Moulin does not teach or suggest each of the elements of independent 
Claim 23. Accordingly, thus it is in condition for allowance as are each of the claims 
that depend directly or indirectly therefrom. 

Further, the Applicant submits that, as recited in dependent Claim 28, a ball and 
socket connection is not disclosed or fairly suggested by the art of record. As discussed 
above, Moulin appears to simply disclose a compression element to hold an element in 
place and does not disclose a ball and socket connection for interconnecting various 
components. Therefore, the Applicant requests that the Examiner reconsider the 
rejection of dependant Claim 28. 

Independent Claim 32 recites "a femoral component ... a tibia component ... a 
linkage mechanism moveably interconnecting the intermediate area of said femoral 
component and the posterior area of said tibia component." Moulin does not teach 
interconnecting an intermediate area of a femoral component with a posterior area of a 
tibial component. Therefore, Moulin does not teach or fairly suggest each of the 
elements of independent Claim 32. Therefore independent Claim 32 and each of the 
claims that depend directly or indirectly therefrom are in condition for allowance. 

Independent Claim 37 has been cancelled, therefore the rejection thereto has 
been rendered moot. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

The Applicant thanks the Examiner for the indication of allowance of independent 
Claims 24 and 25. Further, Claim 38 has been amended into independent format to 
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include each of the limitations of the claims from which it originally depended. 
Therefore, amended independent Claim 38 should be in condition for allowance. 



Conclusion 

It is believed that all of the stated grounds of rejection have been properly 
traversed, accommodated, or rendered moot. Applicant therefore respectfully requests 
that the Examiner reconsider and withdraw all presently outstanding rejections. It is 
believed that a full and complete response has been made to the outstanding Office 
Action, and as such, the present application is in condition for allowance. Thus, prompt 
and favorable consideration of this amendment is respectfully requested. If the 
Examiner believes that personal communication will expedite prosecution of this 
application, the Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned at (248) 641-1600. 



Harness, Dickey & Pierce, P.L.C. 
P.O. Box 828 

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48303 
(248)641-1600 

SJF/RWW/MLT/jb 



Respectfully submitted, 





Richard W. Warner, 
Reg. No. 38,043 
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monocdtylMonoiisl* monopolise 753 



j&bn&e)* of chiefly herbaceous seettpTant's having; an 
fifinfl&cptyl&bii, 1 usu 1 . parallel-veined leaves, anil floral 
ajtMycles pf three — compare Pico^ 

^a^naMcr^se^msA n.(1651) : -government by/ a single 
^grat X^mairi^ikratV mono^cratiic : A.ma^ni-W 

B^n5ini4lm^t a l\^ (1926); : 1 a sirigleTcrystol^ mono- 
B fnfon6^£tal*liiie \ ( ma-ri^^ris : t^lim £iso - Jin, Hlen\ 

B^at'na-k^lirr m^V-fl4/ [LL : monoculus} havi'ng^bne 
Kfeminvolvihg, or' affecting a single eye 2i suitable for 

fe3^^mdnb^af devi^ : ;f ;>'■ V' £ * : ; ? < /; V : ^ L 
Wrna^,k3l^h 3 r\ . n (1915 ; l ;l the cultivation or 
fille crop or brganishY'esp^bn 1 agricultural or forest land 
'feopulatioWof a f siri|le* kind ;6f » organism grown'ori land 
monb*cul*tur.ai X.m'a-rib-'kslch-ral, -"kbl-ch^A adj 
ma^'si-klit; -■si-Vad/r [ISV] *1 9 10) ;: /containihg one 
cular structure? ^ ' ' / " 
Bfifn^ift^ [ISV] (ca. ,r 1913) : a large white blood cell 
Emulated; chromatin dispersed, throughout r the .^nucleus 
tBnltlielgbngjSuu^w^ enters the ^bload; f ,aa& migrates in to 
fftissue ^where *it differentiates into 'a f macrophage 

^5ajn^sigik\ adj ^ [z ! v .%;; : :;;^: < v . 

^^a^noniis-'parsX adj [mon- +; 'disperse, adj.rfr: dis- 
5)!t:^charactenzed by particles "bf; uniform' size in'adis- 

SPn^i^'n^CHilj^a writeft^singer^or;com of 

*B|^J& W *V t*^.-';- "--i'n -y 'tv \\ *»«?w; ^ "• i^';' Mt ; - • 14 

^ialn^ra-mb^-^ra^V " -fl 7 ??^^ drama acted or 
ffacl^-by a single j^rsori — mon©^^-^^-!^ \,ma-n3- 

,3/?' - iui^'-oik" 

,Pn^et^^P-*lies [ML- moho&ia* fr^Gk^fww^'fr. 
Hng.alone, fr. mon-, ^ aeidein to sing t-t more at ODE] (ca. 




^^e^sh^ ma^ 1 ^ [ultimf fr: Gk ;mon- 4 b/fcos 
^0viaNfrv] J ( : 1753) ",1 V^havihgjpistillate and stamiriate 
Jic^me^ran't ^ 2 1 having male and female sex;organs;in 

Si vi(l ual ^HERMAPHRODITIC ^ T' ^ ' ^ ! - ^ ^ A i^.. 

ite^isi-zaniV n (1875) : the condition of being monoe- 



ESis&b^5arV . Ft X i 927) an ! ester (as ! of : a dibasic acid) 
Ifellole^ter group/ 52 ■'■ fl ^ ,w,a ^ ^ , .n , » 



JgfryloWester j 




^^^is-commbri among birds),— irip-npg^a-mbiis \m>- 
^^Indno^gaj^ic^^jna-n^ga-mikV' adj — ^ f mo*hog*a- 

If^^a-n^'^s-trikV'adj ( 181 4) r : having -'a stomach^ with 
"■^rripartment (swine, ; chicks^ and human beings are ^> 

n v \-'je-ne-3h\ n [Nli Monogenea,* group name] (1899) : , a 
jv. t fematode monogenean adj, V^* V .- 
piM-Me^n^sasV -a [NL] (ca. f 1859) : 'origin of diverse ihdi- 
KffrdsMas of language) by descent' from ' a single ancestral 



itlp^'ne-'tikV- adj (1873) l 5 : delating Ub ^F m vol vihg 
Sfe^ ofi relating to, or being any 'of ; a- subclass' (Monoge- 
tmlode worms that ordinarily live as.ectbpjirasites'on a sin- 
^nIlfor T amphibiari) ^Kroughout ^their r entire lifecycle'V ; ' 
^]e-nikS r aif/ [ISV] (1939) i } of, relating tq/o'r controlled 
^S»e ana* esp. by either'of ah allelic'pair — ihbri6«geh»i-cal- 




monologue a Iso mono-log Vma-n*l : ,6g, -,"ag\ n [MF \.. monologue, ., f r. 
mon- + -toguc]^(1549)j^ a 5 :^souLOQUV '2 ;b,:>a xiran^ti^ 
performed by one actor c : the routine of a stanb^u> 'jCpmic f 2-: a 




excessive concentration on a single obiectiprtidea ^mpno^a-m-ac 
\-ne-,ak\m or adj - 1 mono-ma^ni-a-cal A-ma-'ni-^-kdlN adj — , mpnp- 

ma*ni*a*cal«ly \-k(»-)le\ advt n^i \ ' \<- ■ ?Yn\^ti'-%m*J '■hm't^^ii^ 
mono.mer i A , matn»-m3r\ n [ISY] (1914) a chemical ^compound that 
can undergo polymerization — mo^no«mer*ic. *\^arn^-merfik,i ^nQr\ 

mbno.me.tal.lic X.ma-noHmar'tarlikV^^ 1 ? 7;7 ^ 1: of or.relatmg to 
monometallism - 2 : consisting of or .emplbymg;onelmetal^^>^^^^u ^ 
mono-met*al4ism?\-Jme-t?l-,i-z3mVin \lsy u <mon'S^metallismi\as in 
bimetallism)] ( 1 879) : the adoption of one metal only in a currency ,7- 
, mono-met-al-list \4t1rist\ n *r&>i 't.-y ?. /rfrc^.^n-f^n 4 / onio^«osf.- 
mb-nom^ter^W^'na-ms-tsr^ma-Vn [LL; frv Gk monomerro^:fr: imon- 
, ^ metron ^measure: r^rmore. at? MEASURE]iKca: 4 846)< ,r a line ? ofeyerse 
consisting of a single metrical ;foot or ^dipodyj , d , K -x-Av.-mu .bjokfir- 
mo.no.mf.al Xm'a-no-me-al, ma-\ n [blend of mbn- ^ and -nomial- (as in 
^binomial)] (carfel706) l :i ia mathematical expression consisting? of; a 
single termu 2!:2a taxonomic name consisting of a single word^orUerm 
— monomial adj v - ' v:tv ;'' ^'^^'7^ 

mono-mo-lec-u-lar = \,ma-n3-m^ne-ky3-l3r\ a&h{ 19 17) ^ iljeing only^one 
molecule thick film) ^mono*mo-lec»u-lar.ly adv^ » ^^^>nor 
mono-mor.phe.mic \2 m 6r-^e-mik\ io^i( 1 936) : consisting of only *one 
^mbrpheme;<the word ro/kis ^but^/fcetf is not) U**' ' / |v »w 



7, irig-biily r o..w »^.w»w x« — ... 

mono-nu^le-at^ed \4?riuiiae^,a-t3d?^ ^ -?nyiiA^ also ^m6noinuicle.ate 
Vkle-at, -,at\ adj (1890): mononuclear w ^;l V.'^f:^! 

mbno-nu^le^vsis X-inu-kl^sas; ? -viyuA<«'[NlSPfr. -ISVi mononuclear 
+ NL -oiis] (1 920) * :■ ah abnornial^ihcrease ibfi r m6hbnuclearS white 
blood cells in the ^ blood; specif : infectious mononugleosis^^^^ 

moho-nu^le^tide V'riu-kl^tid/ ^'nyu-V h (1908) : a^ nucleotide 
that is derived from one molecule each of a nitrogenous base; ,a sugar, 
and aphosphoric acid, '^-"V ' - <™ ♦ 




mo-nopn^ny Vm^-'na-fa-ne, ma-\ n (ca. 1.890) : monophbriic ifiusic;„ 



mon-oph-thorig ; \ , ma-n3(f)-,th6n\ nTLGk mdnophthpngos Am^vowd, 
fr. pk mon 1 ^+ p/ir/io«go5 sbundl (lfrl6) : ^ a yowd^sound that/through- 
' but its 1 duration : has a single' Constant articiilatory, 1 position ,^ mon- 
dph«thoii'^;>uma-ri^i>Hh6n^ : y ^ " ' t ; \^ 

mbhbVphy^ic;\Ima-no-n-ne^ adj [ISV] X 1 ^87^), : n of or ^ jelaUng to 
« e*^^» v >n/>/».v^" ! H^v^lrtt^Vl ! frAm / n '«inff1i?' rinVnmon ancestral form 



(ima^j3rm\ 7 a^tmdn- n prbduc- a single stock ; r s^c^:: 'develop fro^ 

gfruit'tHar gives rise to a single plant <a~ sugar beep; ' ' ^monpip^y.^a-n^ . , \ < " - s t.t \ ; ^p^-. 

tf-i - 1. r -'^»"2|l' , ii»/oj-(as :in "^polyglot)] (1830) 1 * N!O vi/> K ^ ' " 1 1 *" ' - ' ' 1 rKfi -^-r .- * » • ? \ > Hi 1 



J^jatvddj^mono^ 
Kmpnoglot n 

^iHe^\^a°n^ , gli-s3r t rid\ , n ( 1 860)jS any of vanous esters 
MwH ich r 6nly ohe of the three v hyUroxyljgroupf « 
l^fien-useld' as^ «nulsifieirs r<tt ^ 
^^ma-n»-^ram\ n ILL moridgramma;HT?Gk~mon- 1-4- 
rijp^^nrbre at grXm] (ca. ; 1696) r : a sign of /identity usu. 
pe combined initials ; of a name — mbnp^gramimatiic 
Sma^ikV^^ " ; ■ ; ' >{ n C ;^\;;¥P^^ f ; / - jUJfs? 
|Hf -grahimed; -gram*ming (1868)^: to- mark with a 
^m^b^grain^nier \-.gra-m3r\:>i 1iv ' jAO J,ur * s, S ,Ti f 





^pgyny - 

flK-ne\ n [ISV] (1876) : the state or custom of having Only 

mjmfen^jKblX 1 n ( 1967) : a :' vessel' (as a sailboat) witK'a single 
( Jtej^LTlHULL: : ' V !,! /' v-"'-''''-, *'J ': ; » ? . 
Bridl^a^nd-'h^brsdX n r ( 1903) ; : ah^ individual or strain 



il^34Hlcontaihing brie hydroxy! group in the molecule 7 
^jma^nor.la-k, ;- 'Je(-»)rV ri" (1 926) 1 : : a ' single ' cpntinuou 
mhat^is one cd\ or molecule in thickness 1 ^ t r ' - >; f ^ 



with its cycle of birth, life, and death — Monqphysite pr fl Mo^noph; 
y-sit-ic ^^arf^'s^tikX'c^j .-r. Mo>noph.y-sitiisin|\Tjna^ 

Li?_ ; !*ilk'-.H i j r \ il-l: 1? -Liit-.v i /i'fV\*TV t 'i' « M Alml^ii'tuitii rmlv lr»np>' main 



monoplane X'ma-nS-^lanX n (1907) : an airplane with only bne^main 

supporting surface , - t , ,.. =* *■ ^ * f „ ( - *,a/som-m 

imono-ploid X^afn^.ploidX arfj .(1.928), t 1 .:, haploid ,2 having or 
.being .the. basic ^^ h\pjpid number of chrompsoines x in ,a pplyploid. series 

of organisms" ' <N ■.■hl*'A'»zf i '>s -j .?.^ r v.tn ?a t;nn ^ • 

2monoploid n,[ISVl (1944) : a mbnoplbid individual or organism .^.^ 
mbh6»pordU^al X.ma-n^'^de^ 

-'j^^^ ^^Aim^lStO^riiavuig- or involving the formation of .oft- 
, shoots from a main axis 7^ mono.po?di«al4y X-de^leN .adv, , IV} .cs.i : 1 ^ 

mono-pble \ , ma-n^ t p5l\-,n'(1937); . l.: : a si n gle positive, or, T negative 
.electrical.;charge; plso : ^a, hypbthetical north or } south ^magnetic, pole 
existing alone 2 : a radio antenna consisting of a single often straight 
element ntn . : . : f t .->. « . j v ^ ! : i ♦Avi; / : ' , . : • i. . * ~% ♦ i - :,i r, . / -i r«? ? • ev«ii ft- *m 

mb-npp^l^e Bri^wro/Mp „- t umiLintz : I '■ ii' 1 << 

\au\ out ' XchNcain \e\oet \a easy \g\ gP H\i\ hit] r \K,lce r c \jV job 
\n\ sing \6\ gos \b\ law \6i\ boy- \th\ thin •» AtfaVthe /\u\ rloot ^\uV foot » 
\y\ yet \zh\ vision \a, k, n , oe, ce, ue, S. *\ see Guide to^Prbnunciatibn 
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